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overcome such a traditionalist variety of decentralisation does not necessarily imply a desire for full centralisation^
Less defensible, in view of the historical facts, is Preuss's second statement, if it was intended as more than a truism, that there were 25 state revolutions corresponding to the traditional states. Of course, as German administration had been based upon the States, and as the 1918 revolution did not destroy the defeated administrative machinery, the new rulers had to instal themselves in the State administrations. But in the course of the Revolution itself, i.e. of the downfall of the ancien regime, there was, apant from Bavaria, no observable connection between the traditional State organisation and the development of the revolutionary, movement. In the latter, five different stages can be discerned : (a) the Kiel fleet mutiny (beginning on October 29-30 5 political power in the city passed into the hands of the Workers' and Soldiers9 Council on November 4) ; (ti) the rising in those German ports where the movement was led by the revolutionary sailors (Ltibeck and Brunsbiittel on November 5 ; Hamburg, Altona, Cuxhaven on November 6 ; Emden, Wil-helmshaven, Heligoland on November 7) ; *($) the Munich revolution, November 7 ; (d) the north-west German cities where the arrival of the revolutionary sailors, in no case numbering more than a few hundred, merely stimulated the decisive movement amongst the. local workers and soldiers, or where there was no direct influence from the fleet rebellion at all (Brunswick, Oldenburg, Osnabruck, Dusseldorf, Cologne, Magdeburg, Halle, Leipzig, Dresden, Frankfurt, all on November 8), and (e) the Berlin revolution on November 9, resulting from obviously local initiative. For reasons connected with the lack of any strong guiding force within the revolutionary movement, but in no way with the federal structure of the Empire, the Berlin local leaders had postponed action from day to day until, in consequence of. the developments in Germany west of the Elbe, there was nothing left to be decided by events in Berlin but the competition between the Socialist parties for influence on the movement which none of them had begun. The Berlin revolution and the abdication of the Kaiser were followed by similar,, but quite unresisted, events in all those state capitals where the revolution had not already taken place*1
Amongst these various stages the centralist element is represented not by Berlin, but by the Rebellion of the fleet.    During
1 Untersuchungsaussckuss, Vol. IV, pp, 32-3,